
2008 – Grade 3


DIRECTIONS

Read the writing prompt in the box below.

	Writing Prompt

	Your teacher is thinking about giving students more homework to get them ready for the next grade.  Do you think this is a good idea?
Write a letter persuading your teacher to agree with what you think about giving students more homework.



Thinking about the following questions will help you focus and plan your writing.

· Do you agree or disagree with your teacher’s idea of giving students more homework?

· What reasons will you give to persuade your teacher to agree with you?
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(all names have been replaced by Xxxx)

	Dear Mrs  Xxxx,   I 
agree because it will be very hard!  It is grate time for homework!  We will heve a log list on homework!  It will be fun not to wacth tv?  Alot of home work tak a while?


	
	Comments:

This brief response attempts to take a stance (I agree because…)  but lacks  a clear focus, organization, and elaboration. Frequent and severe spelling errors interfere with understanding. 

Suggestions that might improve student writing:

· Organize writing with a clear beginning, middle, and end.

· Develop ideas by elaborating with relevant details, examples and/or reasons.  

· Work on correctly spelling frequently used words (heve, log and tak).
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(all names have been replaced by Xxxx)
	No more home work it is not fair.  to much would take time my family.   If I did not have so much home work I culd spend more time on my computer Playing my math games.  


	
	Comments:

This brief response does address the prompt and has an attempted beginning, but it lacks a closing and transitions. The response attempts to offer two undeveloped ideas to support the stance (“take time [from] my family,” “computer…games”).

Suggestions that might improve student writing:

· Organize writing with a clear beginning, middle, and end.  

· Develop ideas by elaborating with relevant details, examples, and/or reasons.
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(all names have been replaced by Xxxx)

	Dear Mrs.
Xxxx



dont presume you shod give us more homwork.  You alredy give us to meny assignments.  If you were to give us more youd over lode us with homwork.  atho the homwork is prity esy to me.  But this weeks spelling homwork is harder then yoshiwl because it is yosh only 3 pagis but this week it is 5 pagis long.  All in all it would be to much homwork.  


	
	Comments:

This brief response does address the prompt and has an attempted beginning and end but it has unconnected and minimally elaborated ideas.   Although the student attempts to use good word choices (presume, “overlode”), frequent and severe errors in spelling interfere with understanding.  

Suggestions that might improve student writing:

· Organize writing with a clear beginning, middle, and end.

· Develop ideas by elaborating with relevant details.

· Work on correctly spelling frequently used words (shod, esy, prity).
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(all names have been replaced by Xxxx)

	Dear Mrs. Xxxx

I have a ridle for you what is sad, bord, and, Dosn’t gite much exersis No...No...oh fine I’ll tell.  You it is the class if you give us more homework besids.  We wont git it don till 5:00 then we can not play.  So we will have to cut back on exersis SO please, Mrs. Xxxx, from the kindness of your hart pleas do not.  Make us do extra homwork so we can play.


Sinsirly


	
	Comments:

This response attempts to fulfill the writing purpose by presenting “reasons” for the position.  Although this response has an introduction and a closing, the ideas lack development.  The writer’s voice is evident (I have a ridle…); however it is used in lieu of specific details.  The writing is confusing because of errors in punctuation and sentence structure.

Suggestions that might improve student writing:

· Elaborate ideas with relevant support.  

· Work on punctuating sentences to clarify meaning.
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(all names have been replaced by Xxxx)

	     I think that the teacher should give us extra homework, because it will help kids be prepared for the next grad.  Also to get kids rady for there futher.

     Second reson is I think it will help Kid avoid bad grad.  Some kids say its petty but I don’t because the teachers are tryen to help us not torger us.

     Last reson is the teachers whan’t us to get excellent grades and go to colleg to get a drgree.


	
	Comments:

This response has an introduction with some obvious transitions but no closing.  Ideas are minimally developed with unsupported generalities (e.g., teachers are trying to help us not torture us).  Frequent and severe errors in spelling cause some confusion although the writer also attempts some difficult words (“torger” [torture]). 

Suggestions that might improve student writing:

· Elaborate ideas with relevant support to clarify meaning. 

· Develop a conclusion.

· Work on correctly spelling frequently used words (grad, rady).
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(all names have been replaced by Xxxx)

	Dear Mrs. Xxxx

I say it not agood idea to give us homework.

Because we whould have no time to play out side wich whould mean that we whould have so much enegry.  Another is that we wont have time for a shower wich also means that we be stinky.  Next is that we whould be tired well are hand will so wich means we cant do any thing.  Any way its not like we dont have enoughth alredy.  Eeven if we stay up all night and do work I do not think so.  Finally is that if we play for a team we could’nt go.

As you can see this is all the reasons why more homework is a really really bad idea.  Also it be sad if we stayed up all night to do homework.


	
	Comments:

This response has a beginning and ending with some transitions.  Although the ideas to support the position are presented as an unconnected list, there is an attempt to elaborate the reasons (“which means…”).  The response relies on general and repetitive language, and several kinds of errors in standard written English interfere with understanding.

Suggestions that might improve student writing:

· Elaborate ideas with relevant support.  

· Work on varying word choices and sentences. 

· Work on correctly spelling frequently used words.
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(all names have been replaced by Xxxx)
	     I disagree about having more homework cause we need to relacs and get fres air.  I think that teacher might disagree, to cause they have to make so much homework and have to grad it all.  That might take a long time to make and grade.  Also a lot of kids ride the bus it might take a long time to get home and do homework.  So we won’t get frustrated and neves.  With not a lot of homework we would prodle get spend more time with our famly.  

     Also with not a lot of homework we will be able to have fun and play.  Plus with not a lot of homework we will be able to clear our minds and be propard and not nervees about test so we can get a good grade.  With a lot of homework our bookbags will be hevey and we will be tryed from caryin them aroud.  Anouther thing is that we will prouldly be able to get a good night sleep and not be tryed when theres a hug test coming up.  So we be propared for suces.  That the reson we shouldent have a lot of homework.  Do you whant a lot of homework?

	
	Comments:

The introduction and closing are barely adequate, but the writing moves into the 3 category by maintaining its focus and presenting ideas to support the stance. Transitions are evident although repetitive (so, also). There is some elaboration of ideas (“teacher might disagree, to cause they have to make so much homework and have to grad it all. That might take a long time to make and grade”), but the elaboration is uneven. Although frequent and severe spelling errors and errors in standard written English do cause some confusion, the writer has made the attempt to incorporate lively words (“nervees” [nervous], “prepared for suces”) to achieve the persuasive purpose. 

Suggestions that might improve student writing:

· Develop an introduction and conclusion that enhance the writing purpose.

· Use logical transitions to promote unity.

· Proofread for errors in spelling and punctuation. 
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(all names have been replaced by Xxxx)

	Dear Teacher,

     Do you remember when you said “that you were giving more homework?  Well I do.  I have a answer for you.  So here is my answer.

     I think that we should have extra homework because I love to write.  I also like to do homework because homework is fun and it makes sure that we can do things.  I want extra because if I don’t now something it can tell me about that thing.

     When we also get extra homework I don’t have to do things that I don’t want to do.  Well I would always have something to do so I don’t get board.  I also want extra homework because I love to do things like learn and when I grow up I want to be a teacher and to be a teacher you have to now a lot when you are a teacher.

     When I get extra homework I could tell my mom that I can’t do the dishes right now because I’m doing my homework.  So then I don’t have to do any of my chores.  My job is to unload the top shelf.  But I hate unloading the dishes.  The only part I like doing is loading because you get soapy and messy.

     When I do my homework I like doing my spelling the most because, I like to spell and do activities that they have in the spelling packet.  I like doing triangles and the word searches the most.  I like spelling because I get to do the hole packet if I want to.  


Know that I have told you if I agree.  Now that you now what I chooce to do.  Now it is time to make your disition if we should have more homework or not. 


	
	Comments:

The response is clearly organized although the introduction and conclusion are ineffective for the persuasive purpose.  The response maintains a clear focus, but there is some unevenness in elaboration (e.g., concrete elaboration about spelling homework and about chores versus unsupported generalities such as “homework is fun and it makes sure that we can do things”). Some general language (“things”) and a lack of sentence variety (the first sentence of each paragraph begins with “when….”) weaken the effectiveness of the overall adequate response and keep the response at the lower 3 level. 
Suggestions that might improve student writing:

· Develop an introduction and conclusion that clarify the position.

· Choose precise and vivid words to achieve the persuasive purpose.

· Vary sentence structure and punctuate sentences correctly. 
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(all names have been replaced by Xxxx)

	     Dear Mrs. Xxxx,

I heard that you were thinking of giving us more homework!  Well I dissagree with you.  Here are my reasons.

     First, kids need exersise.  If kids have too much homework, they won’t have enough time to play and excersise.  If kids don’t get exersise, they won’t be healthy.  If kids aren’t healthy, they won’t be happy.  If kids aren’t happy, they won’t want to work.  So remember, a healthy child is a happy child!

     Next, you can’t overwork children. Why?  Because then the children will be misrable, so when they get to school the next day, they will be tired, sad, and overworked.  

     Third, kids need family time.  Kids need to spend time with family.  We need family time to bond and to have fun.

     Last, think about yourself.  Who has to grade ALL that homework?  YOU!!!  So think about it.  All of those reasons apply to you to.  You need exersise, family time, and you can’t be over worked.  And remember, a healthy teacher, is a happy teacher.

     So Mrs. Xxxx check your list, check it twice.  Do you really want to give more homework?




Your Student,  


	
	Comments:

The response has an adequate introduction and conclusion with obvious transitions. Some of the ideas are clearly elaborated with reasons that advance the argument using a variety of strategies including an “if…then…” progression (e.g., paragraph on exercise); other ideas (e.g., family time, time to grade homework) are less-effectively elaborated. A sense of emerging voice/style and varied sentences support the persuasive purpose. 

Suggestions that might improve student writing:

· Work on more subtle transitions. 
· Develop ideas more evenly.
· Use more effective word choices to support the persuasive purpose. 



DSTP 2008 GRADE 3 ANCHOR PAPERS

Score Point 4





(all names have been replaced by Xxxx)

	Dear Mrs. Xxxx,   





Please don’t give the class more homework!  I disagree on more homework and this is why.  We have things after school, kids won’t be good in class, family outings to go to, ....and I don’t think you would like more homework.  Well, here are some better explanations of those reasons.

     After school a lot of us have things we do.  If we have a load of homework we can’t do them.  Things like soccer get you lots of excercise, we need excercise to stay healthy and fit.  We should get some time to do something else than work.  Am I persuading you to not give us a load of homework yet?

     Our class will not be good when were supposed to be working.  We will all be too tired to work.  Everybody will have been awake all night trying to finish their homework.  Zzz...Zzz...those are the sounds you will soon hear.  The class will have to take a nap like in preschool!  Anyway, even if the’re not tired they will be staring out the window wishing they could go outside.  Nobody will be consentrating on their work.  Do you get the point? 
     Family outings are very common.  Sometimes we should be able to spend time with our families.  I bet you like spending time with your 
	
	Comments:

The introduction attempts to move beyond the obvious and the transition devices are subtle; the conclusion is less effective although adequate. The ideas are developed using a variety of strategies including description (“Zzz...Zzz...those are the sounds you will soon hear.  The class will have to take a nap like in preschool!”), personal appeal (“I bet you like spending time with your family”), and hypothetical anecdote (“…and your teacher gives you a load of homework.  I’m sure you would be very disappointed…”).  Rhetorical questions are effective in some places (“How would you like to be piled up with homework by your teacher?”), but ineffective in others (“Am I persuading you to not give us a load of homework yet?” “Do you get the point?”).  There are some minor errors in spelling and sentence structure, and there are some general word choices; however, the style and voice are effective for the persuasive purpose. 

Suggestions that might improve student writing:

· Develop a conclusion to enhance the persuasive purpose.  

· Consider the appropriateness of rhetorical questions. 

· Choose more precise words.



	family.  The class does too, please leave us the time we have now to do so.  Now we will have more stories to tell at morning meeting because we won’t have been doing homework the whole time.  Family outings are fun, please continue to let us have them.

     How would you like to be piled up with homework by your teacher?  I sure know I wouldn’t like it and that is why I disagree with you.  All it would do is give you more stuff to grade.  Think about it, you were really excited about your plans one night and your teacher gives you a load of homework.  I’m sure you would be very disappointed.  What I am trying to say is that I am sure you wouldn’t like more homework so why give it to the class?  Well you better like no more homework because I just persuaded you not to give anymore than what we have now to the class.
                                 Your Student,
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(all names have been replaced by Xxxx)

	Dear Mrs. Xxxx and Mrs. Xxxx,  

     I heard that you were going to give us more homework so that we are ready for 4th grade.  I totally disagree with you!  I think that all we need are a couple of reviews in order for us to remember techniques.  If you do give us homework, it should be summer worksheets.  I think that the kids that have homework are either the kids that need it, or they ask for more homework.

     Do you remember when you were a kid, and how pitiful homework was?  If you do, it hasn’t changed one ounce!  So, most kids will be so overwhelmed, they will fall asleep on the couch watching t.v.  All I need to be prepared are reviews so that I can memorize the techniques.  For example, if you taught us a 

process for doing a multiplication table, just give us a worksheet on doing that process, and
	
	Comments:

The introduction is strong and the subtle transitions are effective in advancing the argument. The ideas are skillfully developed with a variety of strategies including proposing alternatives (“…only kids who ask for it or need it”), providing examples (“crosswords and wordfinds”), and personal appeal  (“Do you remember when you were a kid…”). Sentences are varied and the style is consistent and appropriate. 

Suggestions that might improve student writing:

· Develop a conclusion that does more than summarize/repeat ideas.

· Choose more precise and vivid words to establish voice/style and enhance the persuasive purpose. 



	snap!  Everyone will remember by heart the process so that they are ready for 4th grade.   
     Remember what I said about summer work sheets?  Well, what I meant was that you can give us summer wordfinds, or crossword puzzles.  That would get us anxious to do homework, and anxious for us to go to 4th grade.  For example, if I got a wordfind as homework, I would run home and do it, and then bring it back.

     If kids get homework, they should be the kids that ask for it or if you think they need it.  For example, if I kept getting Fs on math tests, you could give me math homework.  Another example is if I had nothing to do every summer, I might ask you for homework to keep me busy.  So, now that you know the evens and odds about doing homework, pleas give us summer acivities, less homework, but still some to get us ready for 4th grade!




Sincerely,
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(all names have been replaced by Xxxx)

	Dear Mrs. Xxxx,

     The class does not need more homework to get ready for the fourth grade.  I’m a smart and intelligent child and I have learned so much from you it feels as if my brain is a bowl filled with so much knowledge that it is about to tip and rush out like a waterfall.  I’m sure the class feels the same.

     Like myself, many kids have after school activities which usually start at 5:30 and end around 8:00.  When kids have activities after school and even more homework it gets hard to juggle both.  If I have to juggle both those things, I know I would be late for soccer practice because I would still be doing homework.  That would not be fun.
     Nobody and I mean nobody likes having more homework then they need to, and some people can get very stressed.  When they get stressed they don’t focus on doing homework the right way instead they just slap down any
	
	Comments:

This response is unified with smooth transitions and a clear if predictable progression of ideas. The conclusion is brief but effective for the audience. The argument is effectively developed primarily by showing the negative effects of too much homework. The response includes nicely varied and well-developed sentences that move the reader through the letter, precise word choices (juggle, absorb) and some figurative language. The writer’s voice is evident (“…and I mean nobody…”).

Suggestions that might improve student writing:

· Consider more challenging and varied organizational and development strategies.

· Continue experimenting with more literary devices and precise word choices to further develop voice and style.

· Proofread for spelling and sentence errors. 



	old thing.  Then they don’t absorb the information and learn what they need to.  To learn you need to focus, concentrate and not rush to get done.

     Sometimes kids come to school sleepy and tired not really focusing.  For example, remember those times when you made us get up and excercise to get our body’s moving.  Since we were sleepy, it’s like those times.  If children have to much extra homework then we need more time to do homework.  So we would need to stay up later doing homework and not getting enough sleep.  Then next morning they’ll come in tired and sleepy not ready to work.  Nobody likes to be tired during the day or have students half asleep.

     Children do not need anymore homework to get them ready for fourth grade since you have taught us so well!

                                                Sincerely,




