English I Winter Common Assessment


Name: _______________________________  Period: ______  Date: __________
Directions: Read the following selections and then answer the questions that follow.
from Powder
Tobias Wolff

Just before Christmas, my father took me skiing at Mount Baker.  He’d had to fight for the privilege of my company, because my mother was still angry with him for sneaking me into a nightclub during his last visit to see Thelonious Monk.


He wouldn’t give up.  He promised, hand on heart, to take good care of me and have me home for dinner on Christmas Eve, and she relented.  But as we were checking out of the lodge that morning it began to snow, and in this snow he observed some rare qualities that made it necessary for us to get in one last run.  We got in several last runs.  He was indifferent to my fretting.  Snow whirled around us in bitter, blinding squalls,    hissing like sand, and still we skied.  As the lift bore us to the peak yet again, my father      10    looked at his watch and said, “Criminy.  This’ll have to be a fast one.”


By now I couldn’t see the trail.  There was no point in trying.  I stuck to him like white on rice and did what he did and we somehow made it to the bottom without sailing off a cliff.  We returned our skis and my father put chains on the Austin-Healey while I swayed from foot to foot, clapping my mittens and wishing I was home.  I could see       15    everything.  The green tablecloth, the plates with the holly pattern, the red candles waiting to be lit.


We passed a diner on our way out.  “You want some soup?” my father asked.  I shook my head.  “Buck up,” he said.  “I’ll get you there.  Right, doctor?”


I was supposed to say, “Right, doctor,” but I didn’t say anything.

20
A state trooper waved us down outside the resort.  A pair of sawhorses were blocking the road.  The trooper came up to our car and bent down to my father’s window.  His face was bleached by the cold.  Snowflakes clung to his eyebrows and to the fur trim of his jacket and cap.

“Don’t tell me,” my father said.

25
The trooper told him.  The road was closed.  It might get cleared, it might not.  Storm took everyone by surprise.  So much, so fast.  Hard to get people moving.  Christmas Eve.  What can you do.


My father said, “Look.  We’re talking about five, six inches.  I’ve taken this car through more than that.”

30
The trooper straightened up.  His face was out of sight but I could hear him.  “The road is closed.”


My father sat with both hands on the wheel, rubbing the wood with his thumbs.  He looked at the barricade for a long time.  He seemed to be trying to master the idea of it.  Then he thanked the trooper, and with a weird, old maidy show of caution turned the 35   car around.  “Your mother will never forgive me for this,” he said.


“We should have left before,” I said. “Doctor.”


He didn’t speak to me again until we were in a booth at the diner, waiting for our burgers.  “She won’t forgive me,” he said.  “Do you understand?  Never.” 


“I guess,” I said, but no guesswork was required; she wouldn’t forgive him.

40
“I can’t let that happen.” He bent toward me.  “I’ll tell you what I want.  I want us all to be together again.  Is that what you want?”


“Yes, sir.”


He bumped my chin with his knuckles.  “That’s all I needed to hear.” 


When we finished eating he went to the pay phone in the back of the diner, then 
45   joined me in the booth again.  I figured he’d called my mother, but he didn’t give me a report.   He sipped at his coffee and stared out the window at the empty road.  “Come on, come on,” he said, though not to me.  A little while later he said it again.  When the trooper’s car went past, lights flashing, he got up and dropped some money on the check.  “Okay, Vamanos.”

50
The wind had died.  The snow was falling straight down, less of it now and lighter.  We drove away from the resort, right up to the barricade.  “Move it,” my father told me.  When I looked at him he said, “What are you waiting for?”  I got out and dragged one of the sawhorses aside, then put it back after he drove through.  He pushed the door open for me. “Now you’re an accomplice,” he said.  “We go down together.”  
55  He put the car into gear and gave me a look.

Multiple Choice: Answer these questions about the excerpt “Power.” (3 points each)
1. You can tell the story is told from the first-person point of view because the narrator:
a. Is a character in the story

b. Knows all the characters’ thoughts

c. Doesn’t take part in the story’s action

d. Is a voice outside the story

2. How would the story be different if it were told from the third-person point of view?
a. The story would give a more objective picture of the father.

b. The mother would play a bigger role in the story.

c. The story would have more descriptive details and more dialogue.

d. It would be harder to understand the son’s feelings.

3. What can you infer about the son’s motivation for refusing to say “Right, doctor” (lines 18-19)?

a. He is angry at his father.

b. He is flattered that his father jokes with him.

c. He is happy to be on a trip with his father.

d. He misses his mother.

4. Which of the following statements best summarizes the selection “Powder”?

a. After a day of skiing on Christmas Eve, a father and son are unable to go home because of a snow storm.

b. A father and son team struggle with difficult conditions to help reunite the family on Christmas Eve.

c. A father argues with a police officer and eventually breaks the law to get home on Christmas Eve.

d. A father and son went skiing on Christmas Eve.

5. After reading the text, you should have inferred that the dad does not have the best parenting skills.  Which of the following examples supports the lack of fatherly qualities:
a. The dad took his son on a skiing trip.
b. The dad ignores the cop’s warning and makes his son move the barricade, making his son a partner in crime.   

c. The dad pays for dinner.

d. All of the above.  

Mister Mom
Animal Dads Bring Up Babies in Some Unusual Ways

By Emily Costello


Lots of kids have dads that stay home to care for the family.  Likewise, some wild animal dads go the extra mile to keep their babies safe.


Take the yellowhead jawfish.  Dad’s babies, still at the beginning of their life cycle, would be an easy target for hungry predators.  To protect their offspring, this proud papa pops his growing eggs into his mouth.  The 10-centimeter-long (4-inch) fish can cradle about 500 eggs in his mouth for up to a week.  When Daddy’s stomach grumbles, he digs a hole in the sand below the coral reefs.  There he hides the eggs.  This frees up Dad’s mouth so he can grab a quick snack.


Animal dads do what comes naturally, explains Dario Maestripieri, a professor at the University of Chicago.  “Some animals have instincts that tell them to be good parents,” she says.  The result: Their babies are likely to survive and pass their parents’ genes on to their own offspring.

Piggyback Rides


The male giant water bug may be the insect world’s best dad.  This 2.5-centimeter-long (1-inch) bug allows his mate to “glue” about 150 eggs to his wings with a sticky foam.  Dad does underwater “pushups” to move fresh water over the soft-shelled eggs.  The water keeps the eggs moist and allows them to “breathe”.  Hiding from hungry birds becomes a challenge for Daddy:  The eggs on his back triple in size before hatching.

Dad on Duty


Like many new dads, Oreophryne frogs don’t get much sleep.  After the female lays her eggs on the quiet underside of a leaf, the male spends nights guarding the eggs and keeping them moist.  Most frogs hatch as tadpoles in fresh water and go through metamorphosis to become adults.  But Oreophryne frogs are born as mini-adults called froglets.  This allows them to grow up far from water- a good thing since their New Guinea home experiences frequent deadly flash floods.

Daddy Dearest


A female dwarf seahorse squirts her eggs into a pouch in her mate’s belly.  The pregnant male carries the developing, or growing, eggs for several weeks.  His safe and cozy pouch provides oxygen and removes waste for the eggs.  After about two weeks, he gives birth to up to 30 teeny babies.  Not bad for a fish that tops out at 3.8 centimeters (1.5 inches)!  The babies look like mini versions of their parents.  This direct development means they’re born bigger than their neighbors that hatch from eggs.  So predators like crabs and eels are less likely to gobble up the seahorses. Also, camouflage helps them blend in with their seagraass home.

6. Why do animals put so much effort into raising their offspring?

a. To scare competition from taking their homes

b. So their babies survive to pass on their genes

c. To attract a mate later in life

d. To keep their babies clean and well-fed

7. The author’s purpose behind this article is to

a. Inform the reader of how dad’s can take care of their young as well.

b. Inform the reader about the giant water bug.

c. Entertain the reader about various bugs.

d. Explain what human dads do to help raise their children.

Written Response: Write three or four sentences to answer the question.  A student answer sheet has been provided for your responses (4 points- use rubric below).
	4
	Response demonstrates a complete and thorough understanding of the selection, and uses relevant details.

	3
	Response demonstrates an adequate understanding of the selection, and uses relevant details.

	2
	Response demonstrates a limited understanding of how the selection citing irrelevant details as support.

	1
	Response does not demonstrate understanding of the selection, and/or does not use details as support.

	0
	No response.


8. What is the father’s motivation for calling his son an accomplice in line 57?  What can you tell about the father from his words?

Extended Response: Write two to three paragraphs to answer this question.  A student answer sheet has been provided for your responses (12 points – use rubric below).
	12
	Response identifies appropriate examples, and demonstrates a complete and thorough understanding of question.

	8
	Response identifies appropriate examples, and demonstrates an adequate understanding of question.

	4
	Response identifies an example, and demonstrates a limited understanding of the question.

	2
	Response attempts to identify an example from the selection and attempts to explain how the example connects to symbolism, but the response indicates serious misconceptions.

	0
	No response.  


9. Both texts discuss father/son relationships.  However, in “Powder” the relationship is not positive versus “Mister Mom” in which the animal dads are more protective and fatherly.  Explain the differences between the fathers.  Use story details to support your ideas.

NAME: ___________________________ DATE: ________________ PERIOD: ____________

Student Answer Sheet: Written Response

Please respond to each of the Written and Extended Response questions on this answer sheet. Write legibly.
8.  What is the father’s motivation for calling his son an accomplice in line 57?  What can you tell about the father from his words?

9. Both texts discuss father/son relationships.  However, in “Powder” the relationship is not positive versus “Mister Mom” in which the animal dads are more protective and fatherly.  Explain the differences between the fathers.  Use story details to support your ideas.

Teacher Answer Sheet – Winter Common Assessment – 9th Grade

	Number: (point value)
	Category (skill and PI/GLE)
	Answer:

	1. (3)
	Point of View (2.4c)
	A

	2. (3)
	Point of View (2.4f)
	A

	3. (3)
	Character motivation (2.4i)
	A

	4. (3)
	Summarize (2.3a)
	B

	5. (3)
	Inference (2.4i)
	B

	6. (3)
	Draw conclusions (4.2a)
	B

	7. (3)
	Author’s purpose (2.4f )
	A

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	8. (4)

Give drop down box of 0, 1, 2, 3, 4
	Inferences (2.4i)
	Possible Response: The father wants to make his son feel that they are both working toward the same goal, that of getting through the snow to keep a promise to the mother.  His words show both an awareness of his rebellious side and his desire to be close to his son.

	
	
	

	9. (12)

Give drop down box of

0, 2, 4, 8, 12
	Inferences (2.4i)
	In Powder, the father seems fun-loving but does not make decisions that are in the best interest of his son.  For example, he makes the son move the sawhorse.  In Mister Mom, the dads “go the extra mile to keep their babies safe.”  For example, the giant water bug does pushups to move freshwater over the eggs in order to let them breathe. 
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